Junc 12,2014

Mr. Drew Irvin, Village Administrator
Village of Lake Bluff

40 E. Center Ave.

Lake Bluff, IL 60044

RE: Stonebridge Estate, Lake Bluff
Dear Mr. Irvin:

Recently we had the opportunity to meet Peter Kyte, the developer of Stonebridge, to review his
proposed plans for redeveloping the former Kelley Estate. As you are aware, this historic estate
was designed by renowned architect Howard Van Doren Shaw and its landscape by the
Midwest's most important landscape architect Jens Jensen.

We were pleased to see in Mr. Kyte's plans full restoration of both the manor house and the
landscape and an intention to make these historic places available to the public to enjoy. This
will be a wonderful historic asset and amenity for Lake Bluff citizens.

Mr. Kyte acknowledges that to make the development cconomically feasible, restore the Jens
Jensen landscape and rehabilitate the Shaw-designed manor house, it is necessary to remove the
coach house. Although we encouraged him to find a way to retain it if at all possible, we
recognize that it has been considerably altered and, if there is agreement from the Historic
Preservation Commission, we would not oppose this plan, especially in light of the meticulous
renovation that is planned for the Jensen landscape and the manor house. We also understand
that as part of a revised redevelopment agreement, Mr. Kyte is willing to undertake the
renovation of the landscape and manor house in the first phase of the project, which gives added
assurance that it is a priority.

We advised his historic consultant Susan Benjamin to consult with the Illinois Historic
Preservation Agency about this project and the estate’s eligibility for listing in the National
Register of Historic Places (IHPA)., Once the landscape is restored, demolition of the coach
house may not hinder a future nomination and we understand Ms. Benjamin will stay in
communication with IHPA on this matter.

We hope that the Village will work with Mr. Kyte to help finalize the revised plans he will be
proposing and help facilitate the needed reviews and approvals in a timely manner, We look
forward 10 seeing this beautiful and historic estate being restored and made available to the
citizens of Lake Bluff.

Sincerely,
Bonnie McDonald

President

cc: Janet Nelson, Chair, Historic Preservation Commission
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Dr. Jean H. Sophie, Superintendent

iy,  Lake Bluff School District 65

Excellence in Education, Enthusiasm for Life, Every Student, Every Day

August 1, 2014

Mr. Peter Kyte, Principal
The Roanoke Group

22 E. Scranton

Lake Bluff, IL 60044

Dear Mr. Kyte:

It has been a pleasure meeting with you these past two years to hear about the current status
of the Stonebridge Development.

The District has experienced declining enrollment in recent years so we welcome the
possibility of adding students to our schools. We have reviewed the projections that you have
provided us and based upon those numbers, we understand that you are projecting up to 52
students K-8 by 2019. Both our elementary and middle schools have the capacity to handle
these 52 additional students without impacting the excellent education that Lake Bluff 65
provides.

One of the areas that we have discussed is the renovation of the Manor House on the
property. | am very excited about this possibility, as our District would utilize this Manor House
for District events and recognition activities. It would be wonderful to host these District events
in Lake Bluff!

Lake Bluff 85 would also welcome the additional projected revenue from the Stonebridge
development. This may actually ease the overall tax burden to all taxpayers in the District's
boundaries.

We believe that the Stonebridge Development will be a positive addition to the Lake Bluff
learning community and general community and we look forward to seeing its completion.

M eph

r. Jean H. Sophie, Superintendent

Sincerely

Cc: Board of Education

900 North Shore Drive, Suite 220 « Lake Bluff, IL 60044 + www.lb65.0org * 847-234-9400
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To: Peter Kyte June 18, 2014
From: Janet Nelson
Re: Stonebridge redevelopment

The plan for the Stonebridge property that’s now being presented is an excellent example of responsible
preservation. The planned restoration of the Manor House is essential to the successful outcome of the
development and presents a major challenge due to neglect and aging of the structure. Restoration of the Jens
Jensen gardens and landscaping will offer long-term beauty, and the planned arrangement of new homes
encourages our community’s concept of neighborliness. This well crafted plan will require time, careful
planning, and financial backing as well as timely support from our Village officials.

Like Lake Bluff, the Stonebridge development is unique:
° It is unlike any other development in this area.
° It will attract new residents, as well as visitors to the gardens.
° It offers a variety of new housing to offset the demolition of existing homes.
° The Manor House can serve the Village as a long-needed meeting space.

° It offers long term and permanent tax revenue as opposed to the uncertainties of retail
development.

| have been asked for my thoughts regarding the demolition of the Carriage House at Stonebridge. As a
preservationist | see the Carriage House as a part of the overall estate plan designed by Howard Van Doren Shaw
and built in 1916. One of the ideals of preservation is to make reasonable efforts to use the property for its
intended purpose. Estate owners who needed to house their workers and keep horses and autos viewed
Carriage Houses as essential . . .that purpose no longer exists.

Attached are two photos; one of the Carriage House as it was designed and built, and another of its current
state. As can be seen, many changes that were made are not in keeping with the original plan. Most noticeable
as missing are the varied rooflines, which were originally designed to match the lines of the Manor House roof.
These changes detract from its historic value.

Preservation involves more than buildings, it also represents the opportunity to remember our past and
elicit those pleasant feelings of being a part of history. The Village of Lake Bluff holds many such reminders. It’s
important to carefully plan growth and development within the Village while keeping a watchful eye on
preserving that special Lake Bluff point of view. Preservation of the older homes reminiscent of our past is
constantly challenged by the number of those buildings being demolished to make room for new homes.

Lake Bluff will benefit from preservation of the Manor House and the restoration of the Jensen gardens and
the additional homes and families, but of even greater importance are the many long-term economic bonuses
that will brought to the community by this thoughtful planning effort.
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Stonebridge — PRD Amendment Application
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HOWARD VAN DOREN SHAW, ARCHITECT
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33| BENJAMIN

HISTORIC = CERTIFICATIONS

Benjamin Historic Certifications, LLC
711 Marion Avenue

Highland Park, IL 60035
847-432-1865

847-432-1829 fax
www.benjaminhistoric.com

Mr. Peter Kyte

The Roanoke Group
22 East Scranton
Lake Bluff, IL 60044
June 8, 2014

Dear Peter:

As you know, | have been working many years toward the goal of preserving Stonebridge for future generations to enjoy--
both with the first developer of the property and with you. | had done a considerable amount of research on Stonebridge
for the book | co-authored, North Shore Chicago, Houses of the Lakefront Suburbs, 1890-1940, and continued to assemble
drawings and historic photographs. The manor house, designed for Edward V. Kelley by Howard van Doren Shaw, the
Midwest's foremost country house architect of his generation, is stellar. Its Jens Jensen landscape contains many signature
design elements by a landscape designer who is arguably second only to Frederick Law Olmsted in the history of American
landscape architecture.

Drawings and historic photos help make restoration possible. That you are planning to undertake a restoration of both is a
gift to the Village and to all those who value the significance of the work of Shaw and Jensen. There are few opportunities
for the public to experience a restored residential landscape designed by Jensen. Two were designed for Henry and for
Edsel Ford, but are located in suburban Detroit. Stonebridge will be unmatched in the Chicago area.

The demolition of large beautiful homes, especially in Glencoe and Winnetka, happens all too frequently. In Lake Bluff, the
Jens Jensen landscape designed for Benjamin Marshall's Harry Clow House was decimated as part of a failed development.

The challenges of respectfully developing Stonebridge are many. The previous developer was not able to see his project
through to fruition. Stonebridge buildings languished for all too many years. You have undertaken studies and meticulously
worked toward making your project a success.

We all agree that in a perfect world you would be able to restore the manor house, the landscape and the coach house. But
the world isn't perfect, and it is sometimes necessary to compromise for the greater good. In this case, the greater good
means sacrificing the coach house so that the Shaw and Jensen restorations and your sensitively-designed development are
financially feasible. Historic preservation so often means making tough choices and coming down on the side of
compromise; this is one of those situations. Your development is thoughtfully-conceived and it needs to happen.

My best regards,

Susan Bewjamin
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