
VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF 
ARCHITECTURAL BOARD OF REVIEW 

WORKSHOP 
 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2015 – 8:00 P.M. 
 

VILLAGE HALL BOARD ROOM 
40 E. CENTER AVENUE, LAKE BLUFF, ILLINOIS 

 
SPECIAL MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

 

 
1. Call to Order and Roll Call 

2. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors (Public Comment Time) 
The Architectural Board of Review Chair and Board Members allocate fifteen (15) minutes during this 
item for those individuals who would like the opportunity to address the Board on any matter not listed 
on the agenda.  Each person addressing the Architectural Board of Review is asked to limit their 
comments to a maximum of three (3) minutes. 
 

3. A Workshop Discussion with the Plan Commission and Zoning Board of 
Appeals to Consider Preliminary Plans for the Proposed Changes to the Lake 
Bluff Middle School Building (31 E. Sheridan Place) 

4. Staff Report 
 Confirm Next Regular Meeting – November 3, 2015 (1st Tuesday) 

 
5. Adjournment 
 
The Village of Lake Bluff is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  Individuals with disabilities who 
plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to allow them to observe and/or participate in this 
meeting, or who have questions regarding the accessibility of the meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact R. Drew Irvin at 
234-0774 or TDD number 234-2153 promptly to allow the Village of Lake Bluff to make reasonable accommodations. 



V I L L A G E  O F  L A K E  B L U F F  
 
Memorandum 
 
TO:  Chairman Hunter and Members of the Architectural Board of Review  
 
FROM: Mike Croak, Building Codes Supervisor 
 
DATE:  October 16, 2015 
 
SUBJECT: Agenda Item #3.     A Workshop Discussion with the Plan Commission and Zoning Board of 

Appeals to Consider Preliminary Plans for the Proposed Changes to the Lake Bluff Middle 
School Building (31 E. Sheridan Place) 

 
On October 1, 2015 School District #65 Officials (Petitioner) and representatives from Wight & Company 
(Petitioner’s project design consultant) met with Village Staff to review the proposed renovations to the 
Lake Bluff Middle School located at 31 E. Sheridan Place.  The renovations include a new fine arts 
addition (4,300 sq. ft.), a new classroom addition (5,400 sq. ft.) providing for five new classrooms, a new 
storage building (1,200 sq. ft.) placed near the westerly property line, as well as a new parking/circulation 
lot along E. Sheridan Place.  
 
As you may know the Middle School property currently operates pursuant to a special use permit (Ord. 
#2008-07 as amended) that also grants the following zoning relief: (i) a 278.50% variation from the 
maximum gross floor area regulations (for the Middle School and East School); and (ii) a 120% variation 
from the maximum fence height regulations (for a sound attenuation wall).   
 
The intent of this workshop meeting is to give the Petitioner the opportunity to review the general concept 
for the Middle School renovations with the PCZBA and the Architectural Board of Review (ABR) prior to 
a formal public hearing (scheduled on November 18th) with the PCZBA.  The project is not required to 
undergo formal site plan review with the ABR because the Lake Bluff Zoning Code does not have a 
requirement for ABR review in the R-4 zoning district. However, the Petitioner has expressed interest in 
participating in an “advisory” review with the ABR prior to the Village Board’s consideration of the 
petition.  
 
Recommendation 
 

It is recommended the PCZBA and the ABR conduct an informal workshop and ask questions of the 
Petitioner in preparation for a public hearing with the PCZBA on November 18, 2015.  
  
Attachments 
 

 Preliminary Plans Proposed for the Lake Bluff Middle School.  
 
If you should have any questions concerning the information provided in this memorandum please feel free 
to contact Asst. to the Village Administrator Brandon Stanick (847-283-6889) or Building Codes 
Supervisor Mike Croak (847-283-6885). 
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