
 

 

 
VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF 

SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE 
 

Wednesday, September 28, 2016 
7:00 P.M. 

Village Hall Board Room 
40 East Center Avenue 

 
A G E N D A 

 
1. Call To Order 
 
2. Roll Call 

 
3. Consideration of the July 27, 2016 Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee (SEC) 

Meeting Minutes 
 

4. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors (Public Comment) 
 

The Co-Chairs will allocate fifteen (15) minutes during this item for those individuals who would like the 
opportunity to address the Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee on any matter 
not listed on the agenda.  Each person addressing the Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc 
Committee is asked to limit their comments to a maximum of five (5) minutes. 

  
5. Order of the Meeting 

The Co-Chairs will entertain requests from anyone present on the order of business to be conducted during 
the Meeting. 
 

6. General Business  
The Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee will entertain requests from anyone 
present to modify the order of business to be conducted.  

 
a) A Presentation from Carl Caneva, Assistant Director of the City Of Evanston’s Health and Human 

Services Department, Regarding Evanston’s Recently Amended Beekeeping Ordinance, and a 
Presentation on Beekeeping from Lisa Hilgenberg, Chicago Botanic Garden Horticulturist. 

b) A Continued Discussion Regarding the Prioritization of Goals/Tasks. 
 

7. Village Staff Report 
 

8. Member’s Report 
 

9. Co-Chair’s Report 
 

10. Adjournment 
 

R. Drew Irvin 
Village Administrator 

 
The Village of Lake Bluff is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Individuals with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations in order to 
allow them to observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions regarding accessibility of the 
meeting or the facilities, are requested to contact R. Drew Irvin at 234-0774 or TDD number 234-2153 promptly to 
allow the Village of Lake Bluff to make reasonable accommodations. 
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VILLAGE OF LAKE BLUFF  
SUSTAINABILITY AND COMMUNITY ENHANCEMENT AD HOC COMMITTEE  

MEETING 
 

July 27, 2016 
 

DRAFT MEETING MINUTES 
 

1. Call to Order 
The Village of Lake Bluff Sustainability and Community Enhancement Ad Hoc Committee 
(SEC) met on July 27, 2016 in the Village Hall Board Room (40 E. Center Avenue) at 7:00 
p.m. and the following members were present:  

 
2. Roll Call 

Present:   Brian Rener, Co-Chair 
Jill Danly 
Nan Patterson 
Anne Sorensen 
Alexandra Walinskas 

 
Absent:   Marina Carney Puryear, Co-Chair 

Liz Leutwiler 
 

Also Present:  Ray Jess, Former May of Mettawa, IL 
   Jill Lenihan, Secretary of the Lake County Beekeepers Association 

Drew Irvin, Village Administrator 
    Franco Bottalico, Administrative Intern 
    

3. Approval of the June 29, 2016 Meeting Minutes 
Member Sorensen moved to approve the June 29, 2016 SEC Meeting Minutes. Member 
Danly seconded the motion. The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote. 

 
4. Non-Agenda Items and Visitors 

Co-Chair Rener stated the SEC allocates 15 minutes for those individuals who would like 
the opportunity to address the SEC on any matter not listed on the agenda.   

 
 There were no requests to address the SEC. 

 
5. Order of the Meeting 

There were no requests to change the order of business. 
 

6. General Business 
 

A. A Discussion Regarding Local Beekeeping Regulations 
Former Mayor of Mettawa, IL Ray Jess, introduced himself and his background 
regarding to beekeeping and his experience as Mayor in Mettawa, IL.  Mr. Jess 
presented a PowerPoint slide show to the SEC regarding a background and overview on: 
the importance of bees; different variety of bees and their roles; their tendencies; and 
basic apiary setups.  At the end of his presentation, Mr. Jess opened the floor for 
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questions and comments from the SEC.   
 
Member Danly inquired on the requirements to becoming a certified beekeeper.  Jill 
Lenihan suggested contacting the Lake County Beekeepers Association, the Garfield 
conservatory in Chicago, IL, and the Illinois State Beekeepers Association for classes to 
learn more about best practices.  Jill Lenihan stated that the Illinois State Beekeepers 
association offers a section on their website on how to register one’s beehive.   
 
Member Sorensen inquired on the density of hives in certain areas and what are the 
impacts of pesticides to the bees.  Mr. Jess stated neonicotinoids and herbicides have 
been mentioned but not directly addressed in recent beekeeping practices.  Jill Lenihan 
recommended there should be enough space between beehives since bees can travel up 
to 2 miles from their hive.  Mr. Jess recommended proper regulations on a Village’s 
ordinance based on square footage is a good start. 
 
Mr. Jess added that bees can also forage on plants and trees in addition to flowers. 
 
Co-Chair Rener inquired if a beehive became damaged, threatened, or disturbed, is there 
a recommended distance or radius on how far away to stay away from the damaged, 
threatened or disturbed hive.  Mr. Jess advised if the beehive becomes destroyed the bees 
will become a swarm and begin to look for a new hive elsewhere.  In regards to the bees 
as a threat to a person(s) it is recommended that if a hive becomes aggressive, that hive 
should be destroyed, and to keep a distance of a minimum of ten feet from the bees. 
 
Member Walinskas inquired on how dangerous are beestings to children.  Mr. Jess 
advised he is not a medical doctor but is aware that people who have been stung 
previously become more allergic to bees.  Mr. Jess recommended not to place a beehive 
near a sidewalk in the path of the bees, and to place the hive near a fence to direct the 
bee’s path to fly in an up-and-over flight pattern from the hive’s entrance. 
 
Mr. Jess provided a sample of honey from his apiaries for the SEC Members.  He 
advised the taste is different than store brand honey due to it being in natural form and 
not artificially produced from out of the country as you may find in certain honey brands 
at a retail store.   
 
VA Irvin asked how he will process this honey.  Mr. Jess states he will remove top layer 
of wax from honey, then place it in a centrifuge to separate the honey.  From there a 
strainer will be used to make sure no wax is in the honey.   
 
The SEC members thanked Mr. Jess and Jill Lenihan for their time. 
 
VA Irvin advised on the next meeting as another educational dialogue regarding 
beekeeping.  He stated this will help the SEC decide if they want to develop a pilot 
program on beekeeping to be tested for a period of time before the Village Board of 
Trustees consider it on a permanent basis. 
 

B. A Continued Discussion Regarding the Prioritization of Goals/Tasks 
 
VA stated the goals/tasks list has been clustered together based on guidance form the last 
meeting.  He stated he would like to see how these goals/tasks may fit in a sustainability 
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plan for the SEC.  He presented baseline data on the Village for the SEC to review and 
facilitate a discussion on putting together a sustainability plan.   He recommended the 
SEC agree on the right scale and scope of goals/tasks, and ones in which are appropriate 
for the Village.   
 
Co-Chair Rener commented on how he sees the goals/tasks on a much broader scale as 
opposed to a micro-scale.  A discussion ensued on the Village’s capabilities of reaching 
goals/tasks and reaching out to the community.  VA Irvin advised on the option of 
holding meetings at different dates/locations as a method of going to the public and 
encourage participation.  
 
The SEC expressed their satisfaction and approval of the revised and condensed 
Goals/Tasks list. 
 
Member Danly advised she would like to take further time to review the lists and 
sustainability plan, and discuss this at a later time when all Members are present.  The 
SEC Members agreed with Member Danly. 
 

C. A Discussion Regarding the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus’ “Greenest Region 
Compact 2” 
 
VA Irvin advised he was asked by Member Danly why Lake Bluff is not part of the 
Greenest Region Compact 2 (GRC2).  VA Irvin gave a brief background on the 
Metropolitan Mayors Caucus and how Lake Bluff is involved with their organization; 
however, VA Irvin noted that Lake Bluff is not a member of the GRC2.   In addition, he 
stated on how adopting the resolution by the Village Board of the Trustees can serve as a 
pledge of support to participate in the regional sustainability plan as well as a tool of 
guidance for the SEC when developing its own sustainability plan.  The GRC2 can also 
provide positive recognition for the Village by the Metropolitan Mayors Caucus. 
 
A discussion ensued on existing sustainability Goals/Tasks related projects that the 
Village has recently pursued with the help of the SEC.  VA Irvin discussed how the 
Village recently adopted Commonwealth Edison’s LED street lighting based on the 
SEC’s recommendation.   
 
VA Irvin updated the SEC on several different projects the Village is currently working 
on regarding household waste and recycling efforts. 
 
A discussion ensued regarding the GRC2 and how it will benefit the Village.  After a 
brief discussion and a review of the resolution, Member Danly motioned to recommend 
the Village Board of Trustees endorse the GRC2.  Member Sorenson seconded the 
motion.  The motion passed on a unanimous voice vote. 

 
 

7. Village Staff Report 
VA Irvin advised of the upcoming meeting and the new speakers. 
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8. Member’s Report 
Due to Member Walinskas’ departure of the Committee, she thanked the SEC and VA Irvin 
for this opportunity.  VA Irvin stated that Village President O’Hara wants to formally thank 
Member Walinskas for her service on the SEC at an upcoming Village Board meeting. 

 
9. Co-Chair’s Report 

The Co-Chairs had nothing to report. 
 

10. Adjournment 
As no further business came before the SEC, Co-Chair Sorensen moved to adjourn the 
meeting at 8:38 p.m. Member Danly seconded the motion.  The motion passed on a 
unanimous voice vote. 

 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 

 ___________________    
R. Drew Irvin       
Village Administrator      



  

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:  September 23, 2016     
 
To: Co-Chairs Puryear and Rener and the Sustainability & Community Enhancement 

Committee 
  
From:  Franco Bottalico, Administrative Intern 
   
Subject: Presentation from Carl Caneva, Assistant Director of the City Of Evanston’s Health 

and Human Services Department, Regarding Evanston’s Recently Amended 
Beekeeping Ordinance, and a Presentation on Beekeeping from Lisa Hilgenberg, 
Chicago Botanic Garden Horticulturist. 

 
To further the discussion of the SEC regarding beekeeping regulations, Staff has asked Carl Caneva, 
Assistant Director of the City of Evanston’s Health and Human Services Department, to share 
Evanston’s development and amendment of its beekeeping ordinance. 
 
Staff has also contacted Lisa Hilgenberg, a Horticulturist for the Chicago Botanic Garden, to provide 
educational information regarding beekeeping. 
 
Attachment: 

 Beekeeping information and material from Carl Caneva. 
 City of Evanston’s amended beekeeping ordinance. 
 City of Evanston’s beekeeping ordinance. 
 Beekeeping information and material from Lisa Hilgenberg. 



Health and Human Services Department

EVANSTON

September 28,2016

Assistant Director Carl Caneva
Health and Human Services

Health and Human Services Department:

Beekeeping



Health and Human Services Department

Brief History:

• 2006 Neighbor 
Dispute

• Attempt to 
prohibit failed



Health and Human Services Department

Ordinance 
Components:

 Proper 
Maintenance

 Register with 
Dept. of 
Agriculture

 Water source

 Limit per ward



Health and Human Services Department

Staff Time and 
Inspections:

• Annual Renewal

• Annual 
Inspection

• Fee:$25



Health and Human Services Department

Current Situation:

• 5 Licenses

• 16 total in all years

• 1 complaint

• No violations

• 45 minute maximum 
inspection time



Health and Human Services Department

New Amendment and 
Discussion:

• Notification of adjacent 
property owners

• Human Services 
Committee hears 
objections

• Common Areas in City 
for Apiaries



Health and Human Services Department

Carl Caneva
Assistant Director Health and Human Services

City of Evanston
847/859.7831

ccaneva@cityofevanston.org



 
 

For City Council meeting of July 11, 2016                            Item H1 
Ordinance 46-O-16: Beekeeper License Amendments 
For Action   
 

 
 

  
 
To:  Honorable Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
From:  Evonda Thomas-Smith, Director, Health and Human Services Department 
 
Subject: Ordinance 46-O-16 Amending Title 9, Chapter 4, Sections 19 and 20 of 

the City Code to Include a Requirement for Notice to Adjacent Property 
Owners to Obtain a Beekeeping License  

 
Date:  July 5, 2016  
 
Recommended Action: 
The Human Services Committee (“HSC”) and City staff recommend City Council adopt 
Ordinance 46-O-16 authorizing amendments to Title 9, Chapter 4, Sections 19 and 20 
“Beekeeping,” to include a requirement for notice to adjacent property owners, as 
summarized below. 
 
Background: 
On September 15, 2015 during HSC citizen’s comment, a family shared medical 
concerns of a lethal allergic reaction to bee stings. They shared serious concerns about 
the current beekeeping ordinance that could cause the resident a life threatening 
emergency if stung as a result of a close and proximal bee keeping. On October 5, 
2015, the same family attended this HSC meeting and requested the members to re-
visit the bee keeping ordinance due to a documented medical emergency if stung by a 
bee from the adjacent property where a licensed bee hive is maintained.  
 
The HSC heard more comments from other beekeepers in the Chicagoland area. At the 
time of the September 15, 2015 meeting, there was one bee keeper licensed in the City 
of Evanston; currently there are two license holders. The HSC requested that further 
research be conducted and return with proposed regulations for backyard beekeeping 
that would allow beekeeping enthusiasts to pursue their hobby on their property, while 
ensuring that neighbors were notified of this activity. 
 
On May 2, 2016, the initial version of Ordinance 46-O-16 was introduced to the HSC. 
Public comment was made about the notice and consent provisions contained in the 
initial proposal. At that time, per Aldermanic directive, City staff was instructed to 
remove adjacent neighbor consent language from the proposed ordinance and include 
a timeframe for adjacent neighbors to object to the license application and for the HSC 
to rule on the objection. 
 

 
Memorandum 
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On June 6, 2016, the HSC reviewed Ordinance 46-O-16, which included a proof of 
written notice requirement and a 60 day timeframe for adjacent neighbors to object to 
the license application and for the HSC to rule on the objection. By amendment, the 
HSC reduced the adjacent neighbor time period for objection from 60 days to 30 days. 
Additionally, the HSC directed staff to clarify that the proposed Ordinance required all 
license applicants to comply with the adjacent neighbor notification requirement when 
applying for a license following the effective date of the proposed amendment. 
However, license applicants that previously complied with the notification requirement 
and received a valid beekeeping license, did not have to provide proof of notice for 
license renewal applications.        
 
On June 27, 2016, the City Council requested an amendment to the definition of 
“Adjacent Neighbor” to remove the required notice to tenants and occupants of the 
property and retain the required notice to adjacent property owners.  The adjacent 
property owners will need to notify their tenants of the requested aviary.   
 
Summary: 
The proposed recommendations in Ordinance 46-O-16 are based on the health and 
safety of all residents, and common best practice for urban beekeeping. In order to 
minimize negative health and safety impacts for any residents from beekeeping 
practices, the attached ordinance requires the beekeeping license applicants to provide 
proof of notice to all persons or entities that are residential landowners, residential 
renters, business owners, and/or business occupants with properties that share 
property line(s) with the property for which the applicant seeks the license (collectively 
“adjacent property owners”). Municipalities and/or utilities are not considered adjacent 
owners under Section 9-4-19 of this Chapter.  
 
Applications for licensure must include written proof of notice to all adjacent property 
owners, in a form provided by the City of Evanston. The Health and Human Services 
Department will create a form usable for applicants. Notification to adjacent property 
owners is not required for renewals for any applicant that previously complied with this 
notification requirement in receiving a prior valid beekeeping license from the City. 
Applicants must also submit proof of registration of the colonies with the State of Illinois 
Department of Agriculture; and be in compliance with the other requirements of the 
beekeeping ordinance.  
 
Additionally, the ordinance provides adjacent property owners with the ability to object 
to the license application within a 30 day timeframe by providing written notice to the 
Director of Health and Human Services. The Human Services Committee would then 
have the authority to hear the objection and rule on the same.   
 
Legislative History: 
Ordinance 65-O-06 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Attachments: 
Ordinance 46-O-16  
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6/1/2016 

4/28/2016 
 

 
46-O-16 

 
AN ORDINANCE 

 
Amending City Code Title 9, Chapter 4, Sections 19 and 20, 

“Beekeeping,” to Include Requirement for Notice to  

Adjacent Property Owners 

 
NOW BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

EVANSTON, COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS: 

SECTION 1: Legislative Statement.  The Illinois Supreme Court provides 

that “[i]f a subject pertains to local government and affairs, and the [Illinois] legislature 

has not expressly preempted home rule, municipalities may exercise their power.” Palm 

v. 2800 Lake Shore Drive Condominium Ass’n, 988 N.E.2d 75, 82-83 (2013), citing City 

of Chicago v. StubHub, Inc., 979 N.E.2d 844 (2011). The powers of a home rule unit 

such as Evanston are to be construed liberally pursuant to Article VII, § 6(m) of the 

Illinois Constitution, and Evanston’s powers as a home rule authority are: “…to be given 

the broadest powers possible.” Scadron v. City of Des Plaines, 153 Ill. 2d 164, 174 

(1992). Home rule municipalities are constitutionally conferred with tremendous 

authority and latitude to address local issues and concerns.   

The Illinois Constitution provides that a home rule unit may: exercise any 

power and perform any function pertaining to its government and affairs including, but 

not limited to, the power to regulate for the protection of the public health, safety, 

morals, and welfare; to license; to tax; and to incur debt.  Ill. Const. art. VII, § 6. A city’s 

power to regulate and license for the protection of public health and safety is drawn 
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directly from the Constitution, and any such power must be expressly limited by the 

General Assembly. See Ill. Const. art. VII, § 6(i). Evanston’s police power also 

authorizes it to adopt ordinances and to promulgate rules and regulations that pertain to 

its government and affairs and that protect the public health, safety, and welfare of its 

citizens.   

The City Council previously found that honeybees can be maintained 

within populated areas in reasonable densities without causing a nuisance if the bees 

are properly located and carefully managed. The City Council finds that bee stings can 

be a potential medical risk to Evanston citizens, so to the extent that beekeeping may 

take place, notice to adjacent property owners is necessary to be aware of the potential 

medical risk. The City Council finds that there is a compelling governmental interest in 

the protection of the public health of Evanston citizens to implement additional 

reasonable regulations in the licensing of beekeepers in the City by requiring license 

applicants to provide proof of notice to adjacent property owners. The City Council finds 

that the passage of this ordinance is in the interests of the health, safety, and welfare of 

Evanston citizens.  

The City Council held meetings in compliance with the provisions of the 

Illinois Open Meetings Act, considered the statements, points and authorities made in the 

legislative Record, and received additional input from the public.  

SECTION 2:   That Title 9, Chapter 4, Sections 19 and 20, “Beekeeping” 

and “Violation – Fine,” of the Evanston City Code of 2012, as amended, are hereby 

amended to read as follows: 
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9-4-19. - BEEKEEPING.  

(A) Definitions: As used in this Section, the following words, terms and phrases must 
shall have the meanings ascribed to them in this Subsection:  

ADJACENT 
PROPERTY 

OWNER: 

All persons or entities that own real property that share a property 
line(s) with the beekeeping applicant’s property. Municipalities 

and/or utilities are not considered adjacent property owners under 
Section 9-4-19 of this Chapter. 

APIARY:  A place where bee colonies are kept. 

BEE:  Any stage of the common domestic honeybee, Apis mellifera 
species. 

COLONY:  
A hive and its equipment and appurtenances, including bees, comb, 

honey, pollen, and brood.  

HIVE:  A structure intended for the housing of a bee colony. 

 
(B) Hives: All bee colonies must shall be kept in inspectable type hives with removable 

combs, which must shall be kept in sound and usable condition.  
(C) Annual Licensing: Beekeepers must shall apply for a City beekeeping license upon 

bringing any colony into the City. For bee colonies existing within the City prior to 
the effective date of this Section, beekeepers must shall have two (2) weeks from 
the date this Section goes into effect to apply for a City beekeeping license. 
Applications must shall be submitted to the City Manager or his/her designee. At the 
time of application for a City beekeeping license, the applicant must shall:  
1. Submit proof of registration of the colonies with the state of Illinois Department 

of Agriculture; and  
2. Be in compliance with the other requirements of this Section; and 
3. Pay a twenty five dollar ($25.00) nonrefundable application fee; and. 
4. Submit written proof of notice to all adjacent property owners, in a form 

provided by the City Manager or his/her designee. This written proof of notice 
requirement applies to all applicants following the effective date of this 
Subsection (C)(4). Notification to adjacent property owners is not required for 
renewals by any applicant that previously complied with this notification 
requirement in receiving a prior valid beekeeping license from the City. 

 a. Upon receipt of notice from the applicant, any adjacent property owner may 
file a written objection to the applicant’s license application. In order to object to 
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the applicant’s license application, the adjacent property owner must file, within 
30 days’ receipt of notice, a written objection with the Director of the Health and 
Human Services Department. If an adjacent property owner files a timely written 
objection to the applicant’s license application, then the City’s Human Services 
Committee must hear the objection. The authority to review any objection from 
any adjacent property owner, and the authority to grant or deny any applicant’s 
license application based on any objection in this Subsection (C)(4)(a) must 
vest with the Human Services Committee.    

The City beekeeping license must shall be renewed each year by submitting a 
renewal application to the City Manager or his/her designee no more than two (2) 
weeks prior to the one year anniversary date of the then current City beekeeping 
license. At the time of applying for a renewal City beekeeping license, the applicant 
must shall submit the same documents, comply with the same requirements, and 
pay the same fee set forth in this Subsections (C)(1)-(3) and required for the initial 
City beekeeping license application.  

(D) Fencing, Gates, And Signage: All hives must shall be enclosed by fencing with a 
secure gate and prominent signage warning of the presence of a hive.  

(E) Water: Each beekeeper must shall ensure that a convenient source of water is 
available at all times to the bees so that the bees will not congregate at swimming 
pools, bibcocks, pet water bowls, birdbaths or other water sources where they may 
cause human, bird, or domestic pet contact. The water must shall be maintained so 
as not to become stagnant.  

(F) Maintenance: Each beekeeper must shall ensure that no bee comb or other 
materials that might encourage robbing are left upon the grounds of the apiary site. 
Upon their removal from the hive, all such materials must shall promptly be 
disposed of in a sealed container or placed within a building or other bee-proof 
enclosure.  

(G) Queens: In any instance in which a colony exhibits unusually aggressive 
characteristics by stinging or attempting to sting without due provocation, or exhibits 
an unusual disposition towards swarming, it must shall be the duty of the beekeeper 
to requeen the colony. Queens must shall be selected from stock bred for 
gentleness and non-swarming characteristics.  

(H) Colony Densities:  
1. There must shall be no more than eight (8) apiary sites in each ward in 

Evanston. 
2. For each two (2) colonies, there may be maintained one nucleus colony in a 

hive structure not exceeding one standard nine and five-eighths inch (9 5/8") 
depth ten (10) frame hive body with no supers attached as required from time to 
time for management of swarms. Each such nucleus colony must shall be 
disposed of or combined with an authorized colony within thirty (30) days after 
the date it is acquired.  
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(I) Prohibited: The keeping by any person of bee colonies in the City not in compliance 
with this Section is prohibited. Any bee colony not residing in a hive structure 
intended for beekeeping, or any swarm of bees, or any colony residing in a standard 
or homemade hive which, by virtue of its condition, has obviously been abandoned 
by the beekeeper, is unlawful.  

9-4-20. - VIOLATION; FINE.  

(A) Any person violating the provisions of this Chapter except for Section 9-4-19, 
"Beekeeping", of this Chapter, must shall be fined not less than ten dollars ($10.00) 
nor more than five hundred dollars ($500.00) for each offense, and a separate 
offense must shall be deemed committed upon each and every day such violation 
continues.  

(B) For violations of Section 9-4-19, "Beekeeping", of this Chapter any person not in 
strict compliance with this Section must shall be fined not less than five hundred 
dollars ($500.00) for each offense, and a separate offense must shall be deemed 
committed upon each and every day such violation continues. Additionally, any City 
beekeeping license must shall be mandatorily revoked and no new City beekeeping 
license must shall be issued to that person, or to any person living on the property 
where the apiary from which the violation(s) arose was located, for a minimum of 
one year.  

(C) In the event a person is found guilty of a violation of Section 9-4-14 of this Chapter, 
his/her permit to own, keep or harbor or have custody of animals must shall be 
mandatorily revoked, and no new permit must shall be issued to that person for a 
minimum of one year.  

 
SECTION 3: The findings and recitals contained herein are declared to be 

prima facie evidence of the law of the City and must be received in evidence as 

provided by the Illinois Complied Statues and the courts of the State of Illinois.  

SECTION 4: All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are 

hereby repealed. 

SECTION 5:  This ordinance must be in full force and effect after its 

passage, approval, and publication in the manner provided by law. 
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SECTION 6: If any provision of this ordinance or application thereof to any 

person or circumstance is ruled unconstitutional or otherwise invalid, such invalidity 

must not affect other provisions or applications of this ordinance that can be given effect 

without the invalid application or provision, and each invalid provision or invalid 

application of this ordinance is severable. 

  

Introduced: _______________, 2016 
 
Adopted: _________________, 2016 

Approved: 
 
___________________________, 2016 
 
________________________________ 
Elizabeth B. Tisdahl, Mayor 

Attest: 
 
______________________________ 
Rodney Greene, City Clerk 

Approved as to form: 
 
________________________________ 
W. Grant Farrar, Corporation Counsel 

 

594 of 612















Beekeeping at the Chicago Botanic Garden 
 
Lisa Hilgenberg, Horticulturist for the Regenstein Fruit & Vegetable Garden  
 
The Garden maintains eight hives in the Fruit & Vegetable Garden.  Our beekeeping program has 
become a model for surrounding communities, most recently the City of Evanston.  A team of three 
volunteer beekeepers care for the Garden’s hives. The Garden’s bees are installed in early spring if 
needed, usually in April.  They come from Northern California and are driven across country by 
truck.  Bee boxes contain 3,000 bees and grow by the end of the season to populations numbering 
50,000.  These are non-native, introduced bees. 
 
The Garden’s success with overwintering the bees has varied through the years.  We do provide 
winter protection for the hives. Five out of seven hives is the highest percentage we’ve experienced.  
The national statistics are 25% overwintering rate.  Last winter, our rate was 33%, higher than the 
national average.  We harvest very little honey, opening the hives as few times as possible.  
Generally, 70 pounds is jarred.  FVG horticulture volunteers create the labels for the honey jars, 
which are sold in the Garden Shop, given to Windy City Harvest, or to the Garden View Café. 
 
The beekeeping project engages a range of groups Garden-wide and throughout Chicago, linking 
people to best practices for pollinator conservation.  The importance of pollinators and the life cycle 
of bees demonstrations for students provides project topics for the Garden’s internship program, 
Science First/College First, Master Gardeners, and Lake Forest College and Northwestern 
University students.   
 
Some of the challenges we face with our bees include swarming.  Swarms are inevitable, usually 
interesting, and not terribly dangerous.  Swarming bees are following the queen when she decides 
they need more room and a larger place to live.  When a swarm forms, the swarm is carefully 
removed from the Garden and transported to a new location off-site. 
 
The program’s successes include adding a pollinator strip along the shoreline of the Fruit & 
Vegetable Island.  Plants that provide a succession of bloom times help attract all kinds of 
pollinators, not only the managed honeybees.   
 
The Garden’s hives are located ~36 feet from the walking paths.  This has become a successful 
model for advocating beekeeping in public spaces.  This model is also followed at the White House 
with the First Lady’s bee hives, which are also located in close proximity to public spaces on the 
grounds. 
 
 
 
 



  

 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 
 
 
Date:  September 23, 2016     
 
To: Co-Chairs Puryear and Rener and the Sustainability & Community Enhancement 

Committee 
  
From:  Franco Bottalico, Administrative Intern 
   
Subject: A Continued Discussion Regarding the Prioritization of Goals/Tasks 
 
As directed by the SEC, Staff has created a refined list of defined goals/tasks.  Included in this list is also 
a column for each goal/task’s respective action the SEC can review and discuss for recommendation to 
the Village Board.  This is the same material from the July 27, 2016 SEC Meeting. 
 
A copy of the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development’s Sustainability Planning Toolkit 
(Toolkit) was included in July 27th’s material.  The Toolkit can be used as a guide to develop the SEC’s 
sustainability plan by using the Toolkit’s milestone format.  Milestone 1 recommends an organization to 
conduct a sustainability assessment, and a copy of Lake Bluff’s assessment has been included as an 
attachment in this pack.  Currently the SEC is at Milestone 2 which recommends an organization 
establish sustainability goals.  Once the SEC has established its prioritized goals/tasks the SEC should 
have a discussion to consider using the Toolkit as a guide. 
 
Attachment: 

 A list of defined goals/tasks and each one’s actions 
 Please refer to July 27th’s Meeting for a copy of U.S.H.U.D.’s Sustainability Planning Toolkit 
 A copy of Lake Bluff’s Municipal Energy Profile 
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Goals/Tasks

Find ways to track water usage and include this information on bills.  Create a benchmark system 
to compare residential usage with neighbors.  Where functional, install low-flow fixtures in Village
facilities and encourage their use in commercial and residential construction.  Offer rain barrels or 

cisterns to residents.  Create a public awareness campaign on the dangers associated with 
pesticides, herbicides, fertilizers, salt and pharmaceuticals to water / food and garden supplies.  

Create educational awareness on drug drop off sites and how to dispose of household chemicals 
properly.

Utilize local non-profits, Lake Forest-Lake Bluff Chamber of Commerce, Tri-Board and Lake 
County.  Have local clubs, groups, schools visit SEC meetings.  The Village should use websites 

and news articles to inform public on initiatives.  Possibly have Village dedicate a day to an 
environmental festival in collaboration with School and Park District.

Increase the sustainable development and green building methods throughout the community.  
Create a Sustainable Development Incentive Program to incentivize property owners and builders 
to construct buildings in an environmentally friendly  manner.  Provide a real estate transfer tax 

decrease for homes that are energy efficient.  Provide regular reviews of Municipal Codes to 
remain current with green building technologies and initiatives.  Add "Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design" (LEED) Building standards into Village's Municipal Code.  Encourage 

more LEED certified buildings in the Village.

Create a campaign pledge for local businesses to sign, phasing out the use of plastic bags and 
transition to reusable bags.

Educate residents on pet waste ordinance via signs and Village website.  Educate on harmful 
effects of pet waste run off to water system.  Offer trash containers on walking paths.

Pursue a model renewable energy system on a municipal site.  Analyze the cost and feasibility of 
solar panels to power the lights and heating of public buildings.  Display education materials at the 

facility for the public. Free home inspections by a non-profit.  Consider solar roadways or wind 
turbines near public service buildings or near the Lake (Park District).  Educate public via website. 
Secure commitments from major employers in the Village to reduce their energy usage by ___% 

per year though 2020.  
Incentivize businesses and residents to purchase solar panels, or wind turbines.  Streamline solar 

panel permitting process.  Encourage residents to adapt homes for solar energy to heat pools.  
Provide instructions for residents on how to begin an inquiry and become a candidate for solar 

power.  Reduce or eliminate permit fee for solar installations.

Determine the feasibility with current Municipal Code (CMAP's model water use conservation 
ordinance as an example).  Green infrastructure (trees, native plants, bioswales, rain gardens, rain 
barrels, green roofs) protects our aging sewer system by keeping Stormwater out.  Look to create a 
draft ordinance, to create rules that will cut back on residential, commercial and municipal actions 

that may harm the functionality of ravines and bluffs.  Use Lake County plan as example.  
Coordinate with Park District and Schools on plans for disasters/shelter areas during black outs in 

severe weather conditions.  Educate public on emergency preparedness tips/guidelines via 
website.  Pursue a model renewable energy system on a municipal site.  Analyze the cost and 

feasibility of solar panels to power the lights and heating of Village facilities.  Consider purchasing
25-50% renewable energy.

No charge for vehicle stickers for electric cars or hybrids, and possibly offer electrical recharging 
stations.

Partner with the School and Park Districts, as well as other organizations to provide anti-idling 
signage.  Publish articles in newsletters and the website urging drivers to cut idling engines to 

reduce harmful pollutants at school pickup locations, Village facilities, and train stations.  Also, 
prohibit idling by buses and vehicles at schools, and educate people to shut off their vehicles when 

they wait for trains or store parking lots.

Provide an area for the community to come together and educate one another on the benefits of 
gardening organic and healthy food (less pesticide exposure), while also adding beauty and green 

and clean space where pavement may have been.

Definitions/Descriptions/Other

Adding recycling receptacles to parks/schools and having business participate in SWALCO 
program.  Refer to recently adopted Commercial Solid Waste Hauling and Recycling Program 

Ordinance.

Establish an ordinance requiring recycling bins wherever there is a trash receptacle (train station, 
streets).  Explore the viability of a residential food-scrap collection program.  Educate residents 

about composting and leaf corrals.  Create a free bin pilot program.

Encourage multi-agency initiatives to link regional bike and pedestrian paths. Provide signage of 
pedestrians and bike routes.  Explore future development and improvement of sustainable 

practices and material in bike paths and sidewalks.  Provide adequate bike storage at facilities, 
parks, downtown, and where practical.   Identify relevant bus, train, and bike routes on the 

Village's website. Incorporate IDOT Complete Streets Initiatives into projects. Offer more little 
buses for transportation around town (partner with Shields township and surround communities).  
The Village can analyze Vehicle Miles Travelled (VMT) and set a VMT reduction goal.  Provide 

preferred parking for carpools and fuel-efficient vehicles at facilities.  Provide suggestions on 
alternative transportation methods such as a Village bicycle sharing program.  Participate in and 
support the Commuter Challenge program, and possibly a walk-to-work program.  Encourage 

multi-agency initiatives to link regional bike and pedestrian paths.  Provide adequate bike storage 
at facilities, parks, downtown and where practical.  Identify relevant bus, train and bike routes on 

the Village's website.  

Create a pesticide protocol to encourage sustainable practices such as organic fertilizers, compost 
tea, 3-inch mow height, proper signage, and proper watering schedules.  Also, educate residents 

on the use of permeable surfaces.  Offer proper landscape management material.  Encourage 
residents to use more native plantings and ensure Municipal Code allows plants 10-inches or taller. 

Encourage citizens to leave undergrowth in wooded areas to provide shelter/protection for small 
animals and birds.  The Village/County/Park District work together to add more trees in certain 

areas to produce healthier air and cooler air within the Village.  Consider using certain native trees 
that are easy to maintain and enforce local ordinances.

Pet policies

A heavy rainstorm and spring run-off can easily carries dog waste into streams and rivers, 
and any waste that ends up in storm sewers usually flows directly into a body of water 
without being treated.  In addition, Municipal Code 5-9B-11 "Defecation Restrictions" 

prohibits pets to eliminate waste on public property.  

Energy efficiency and 
conservation / Green power

In general terms, energy efficiency is achieved through the application of technology, such as 
insulation upgrades, compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs), high efficiency furnaces, and so forth. 
Energy conservation is achieved through behavioral changes, such as turning off lights when 

not needed, using household appliances differently, carpooling, and so forth.
Green power is a subset of renewable energy and represents those renewable energy 

resources and technologies that provide the highest environmental benefit. US EPA defines 
green power as electricity produced from solar, wind, geothermal, biogas, eligible biomass, 
and low-impact small hydroelectric sources. Customers often buy green power for its zero 

emissions profile and carbon footprint reduction benefits.

LEED or green building codes

Green building codes go beyond minimum code requirements, raising the bar for energy 
efficiency. They can serve as a proving ground for future standards, and incorporate elements 

beyond the scope of the model energy codes, such as water and resource efficiency. As 
regional and national green building codes and programs become more available, they 

provide jurisdictions with another tool for guiding construction and development in an overall 
less impactful, more sustainable manner.

Emergency Preparedness

Likely weather severities for Lake Bluff would be damage from severe winds and flooding 
and droughts.  Encourage collaboration before disasters, find and coordinate resources during 

disasters, and help communities recover after disasters.  Specific emergency management 
functions are often grouped into five phases: Prevention; Preparedness; Response; Recovery; 
and Mitigation.  Renewable energy includes resources that rely on fuel sources that restore 

themselves over short periods of time and do not diminish. Such fuel sources include the sun, 
wind, moving water, organic plant and waste material (eligible biomass).

Incentives for electrical cars Reduce emissions and noise pollution.

Vehicle Idling
Idling is when a driver leaves the engine running and the vehicle parked and an release 

emission and noise pollutants.

School and community gardens

A community garden is any piece of land gardened by a group of people, utilizing either 
individual or shared plots on private or public land. The land may produce fruit, vegetables, 

and/or ornamentals. Community gardens may be found in neighborhoods, schools, connected 
to institutions such as hospitals, and on residential housing grounds.

Community education and events 
/ Coordinate with local groups and 
agencies to further sustainability 

and enhancement
Public policy/action regarding 

neighboring communities' actions 
that affect Lake Bluff

Meeting with residents, businesses, surrounding local governments and nonprofits to use each 
others' resources and skills to accomplish same goal/unified vision and to share and 

communicate information in an effort to increase local awareness.

Bring your own bag Reduce the reliance on plastic bags from retailers.

Definitions/Descriptions

Recycling in public spaces and 
businesses / Business emissions 

waste

These places include: parks, stadiums, transit hubs, shopping centers, along streets and at 
special event sites. Usually recycling programs can be integrated into existing public space 
waste services.  Create a community guide to increase awareness of recycling opportunities 

and incentives to businesses who do.

Recycling / Composting 

Recycling is the process of collecting and processing materials that would otherwise be 
thrown away as trash and turning them into new products.  Backyard composting is an 

acceleration of the same process nature uses. By composting your organic waste you are 
returning nutrients back into the soil in order for the cycle of life to continue.

Public Transportation support / 
Transportation Infrastructure / 

Pedestrian walkways and bicycle 
pathways

Encouraging citizens to bike to work or ride share as well as partnering with other 
organizations to provide public transportation.  Commit to reducing pollution and land 

development impacts from single occupancy vehicle use. Provide walkable and inviting areas 
and pathways and green spaces within the Village.

Sustainable landscaping / 
Landscape Adaptation / Urban 

landscapes, open lands and 
forestry / Enhanced natural and 

community appearance

Sustainable landscapes are responsive to the environment, re-generative, and can actively 
contribute to the development of healthy communities. Sustainable landscapes sequester 

carbon, clean the air and water, increase energy efficiency, restore habitats, and create value 
through significant economic, social and, environmental benefits.

Composting may help conserve existing natural areas and restore available turf areas to 
provide habitat, promote biodiversity, decrease flooding, and control erosion.  Fewer lawns 
would decrease toxic rainfall runoff and there would be less noise polluting lawnmowers. 
Open space provides recreational areas for residents and helps to enhance the beauty and 

environmental quality of neighborhoods.

Water conservation, quality and 
use / Impacts to water supplies 

and food sources

Cut back on water use by following water conservation practices such as watering lawns in 
the early morning/late evening and less frequently, taking shorter showers, and the use of rain 

barrels or cisterns.  Keep harmful containments out of water supply.
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Install refill water stations in Village owned facilities to educate and persuade our Park and School 
District, as well as our business community to also eliminate bottled water use and waste

Educate staff on de-icing salt alternatives and less salt usage.

Explore the ban of coal tar driveway sealants due to health and environmental hazards, offer 
incentives to businesses using alternatives to coal tar sealants.  Recommend Village, School and 

Park Districts use alternatives.

The village can refund the permit fees to owners after they receive LEED certification, the Village 
can also attempt to expedite reviews and award recognition to owners/organizations who are 

LEED certified.

Partner with nonprofits, local schools and Colleges for green workforce training and education.

Partner with School and Park District in pledge to reduce use of harmful pesticides and fertilizers.  
Use as model for businesses and residents to adopt.  Website articles as educational tools.

Decrease the use of Styrofoam/polystyrene in the Village by educating residents and businesses on 
the negative environmental effects of polystyrene.  Create a campaign pledge for local businesses 

to sign, phasing out the use of polystyrene or instituting a surcharge.

Educate residents and businesses on the damage done by invasive species such as the Buckthorn 
which: Out-competes native plants for nutrients, light and moisture.  In addition it may also 
degrade wildlife habitat; threaten the future of forests, wetlands, prairies, and other natural 

habitats; contribute to erosion by shading out other plants that grow on the forest floor; and serve 
as host to other pests, such as crown rust fungus and soybean aphid.  Partner with Lake County 

Sustainability in their effort to remove Buckthorn.

Research what other communities have done before recommending to Village Board of Trustees.

In addition to Green infrastructure (trees, native plants, bioswales, rain gardens, rain barrels, green 
roofs) and in an effort to reduce stormwater runoff, the SEC can recommend businesses and 

residents use permeable surfaces, bioswales and rain gardens on public and private lands.

In conjunction with enforcement of the recent amendments to the Village's landscape maintenance 
regulations, the Village may also encourage residents and businesses to use electric blowers.  

Village Public Works should consider replacing gas-guzzling lawnmowers and leaf blowers with 
propane or electric devices. In conjunction with vehicle idling and lawn maintenance regulations, 

the Village can reach out to the businesses to join noise pollution awareness and commitment.  
Reinforce this with Village's branded quality of preserving its sense of "aural tranquility."

Recommend a light pollution Zoning Regulation to the PCZBA.  Restrict lighting on residential, 
Municipal, and commercial buildings to approved, shielded, and properly mounted pieces to 

reduce light pollution and glare while attractively illuminating areas.

As part of CMAP's recommendations, local production of and equitable access to fresh, nutritious, 
and affordable food can benefit our economy, environment, public health, equity, and overall 

quality of life.  Partner with nonprofits, local schools, Colleges and businesses for green workforce 
training and education.

The Village should allow a group of citizens, in collaboration with the SEC, to draft an ordinance 
on backyard bees that is used by a comparable/surrounding community to present to the Village 

Board of Trustees. 

The Village should allow a group of citizens, in collaboration with the SEC, to draft an ordinance 
on backyard chickens that is used by a comparable/surrounding community to present to the 

Village Board of Trustees. 

Utilize deconstruction and reuse rather than demolition whenever possible for Village facilities to 
serve as an example for property owners.

There are a small set of plants that did not evolve in this region and are causing serious, 
expensive problems. Buckthorn, garlic mustard and teasel are examples. Featuring longer-
than-normal growing seasons, astounding reproductive abilities and low disease resistance, 
they enter our natural areas and take over. As a result, dozens of native plant species – and 

the wildlife that depend upon them – disappear. Many other aspects of ecosystem health can 
suffer as well, including soil chemistry, hydrology, structure and resilience.

Backyard Bees Bees help plants and gardens thrive and also produce honey.

Backyard Chickens
Backyard chickens provide healthier more nutritious eggs, and make for great home 

composters.  Bees help plants and gardens thrive and also produce honey.

Gasoline landscape blowers / Air 
pollution / Air quality

Economic Development & 
Building, Zoning and Land Use

Clean technologies and green jobs, local commerce, tourism and local food system.

Employment and workforce 
training

Best practices and education on waste and creating efficiencies/recycling material.

Pesticides and fertilizers Harmful effects to humans and wildlife and negative effects to water supplies.

Stormwater reduction 
opportunities

Where rain falls on paved surfaces, a much greater amount of runoff is generated compared 
to runoff from the same storm falling over a forested area. These large volumes of water are 
swiftly carried to our local streams, lakes, wetlands and rivers and can cause flooding and 
erosion, and wash away important habitat for critters that live in the stream. Stormwater 
runoff also picks up and carries with it many different pollutants that are found on paved 
surfaces such as sediment, nitrogen, phosphorus, bacteria, oil and grease, trash, pesticides 

and metals. These pollutants come from a variety of sources, including pet waste, lawn 
fertilization, cars, construction sites, illegal dumping and spills, and pesticide application. 

Community gardens and homegardening examples and education partnering with local 
schools and restaurants.  Best practices and education on waste and creating 

efficiencies/recycling material.

Light Pollution
The inappropriate or excessive use of artificial light – known as light pollution – can have 
serious environmental consequences for humans, wildlife, and our climate.  This light is 

wasted by spilling into the sky, rather than focusing it on to actual objects and areas.

Local Food Production / 
Employment and workforce 

training

Leaf blowers pose multiple health risks due to air pollution attributed to their use.  The 
pollution comes in the form of unburned fuel, from the inefficient combustion process 

inherent in such devices, and from a mixture of fine particles blown into the air, particles that 
can go deep into the human lungs. In conjunction with urban landscaping, vehicle idling, and 

gasoline leaf blowers, the Village can educate its residents with reminders to ensure above 
mentioned recommendations or future ordinances are being followed to ensure healthier air 

quality. 

Police pension divest of coal and 
carbon

Develop a long-term investment strategy that evaluates the pension funds’ fossil fuel 
investments and makes recommendations to further reduce contributions to climate change 

while protecting retirees.

Invasive species

Styrofoam

Styrene leaches into foods and drinks served in Styrofoam containers, and according to the 
Earth Resource Foundation, the manufacture of Styrofoam releases large amounts of ozone 
into the atmosphere, causing respiratory and environmental issues. In addition, with billions 
of Styrofoam cups used yearly in convenience stores, restaurants and lunchrooms ending up 

in landfills, some cities have banned the use of Styrofoam.

Coal tar driveway sealants

Friction from vehicle tires grinds pavement sealcoat into small particles, which are 
incorporated into the dust on the pavement surface and can pose as health risks.  Dust on coal-
tar-sealed pavement contains PAHs at concentrations that are hundreds of times higher than 
those in dust on concrete or unsealed asphalt pavement.  Some of that contaminated dust is 
transported by wind, rain, and snowplows to nearby soil, and some is tracked into homes, 

where it becomes part of the house dust.

Chlorinated de-icers

De-icers enters our environment through the runoff from rain, melting snow and ice, as well 
as through splash and spray by vehicles and the wind. It finds its way onto vegetation and into 

the soil, groundwater, storm drains, and surface waters causing significant impact to the 
environment.

50% reduction in building permits 
for any building to acquire LEED 

certification

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) is a rating system devised by the 
United States Green Building Council (USGBC) to evaluate the environmental performance 

of a building and encourage market transformation towards sustainable design.

Water bottle filling stations/ water 
fountains

Using reusable water bottles reduces waste created by the bottling process and the need for 
fossil fuels to make plastics.
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